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Partial translation of Japanese Unexamined Utility Model 
Publication (Kokai) No. 2-33159 (Ref. 1) 

Title of the Invention; Steering Switch for Mrbag 

Equipped Vehicle 

Filing Date: August 26, 1988 

Publication Date: March 1, 1990 

Applicant: Niles Co Ltd 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of a steering switch for 
a vehicle having an airbag, and Fig. 1 is a cross sectional 
view along A~A line of Fig. 2. A steering 1 has a steering 
pad 2 and an airbag 3 contained in steering pad 2. 
Steering pad 2 has a lid member 2a and a peripheral wall 2b 
where light -emitting elements 4a - 4b and light-receiving 
elements 5a - Sh are arranged. Lid member 2a is configured 
to break when the vehicle collides with an obstacle* 

Light-emitting elements 4a - 4h, light-receiving 
elements 5a - 5h and an electronic- circuit 7 cooperatively 
constitute a infrared-cut detection switch, wherein the 
switch may be on or off by blocking light from one or more 
light-emitting elements 4a - 4h. In other words, when a 
finger is positioned on a label part 6 on a surface of lid 
.member 2a, where the name or function of the switch is 
printed, light from the light -emitting element is blocked 
and a signal is transmitted to electronic circuit 7. 
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